
 

 

 

Guidance for Reading Volunteers at Drayton Junior School 

Thank you for volunteering to listen to our pupils read.  Reading is an essential building block for learning, regardless of the subject.  

There are four key elements in learning to read. 

 Decoding – the ability to apply knowledge of letter/sound relationships (grapheme / phoneme correspondence.) 

 Fluency – the ability to read with speed, accuracy and expression. 

 Comprehension – the ability to read, to process and to understand written text. 

 Enjoyment – reading purely for pleasure. 

You will be working with children at various stages of their reading journey and class teachers may ask you to focus on one of these 

components above the others.   We hope the following information will support you in your role and that you enjoy listening to our 

wonderful children, as much as they love having you as their audience.  

Additional support with phonics, such as how to pronounce each phoneme, can be found by following the link below. 

https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/561/20097_content/index.html?id=ae 

At DJS, we teach reading through a synthetic phonics approach.  This means we teach our early readers the link between letters and the 

sounds they represent. Pupils are encouraged to sound out individual sounds (phonemes), then blend (synthesise) them together to say 

the word.   

There are 44 sounds (phonemes) used in the English language and many different spellings for 

each one (about 250 graphemes in total.) 

Phoneme – smallest unit of sound   

Grapheme – written representation of a phoneme  

https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/561/20097_content/index.html?id=ae


 

 

Digraph – 2 letters, 1 sound  Trigraph –  3 letters, 1 sound   

 

Split diagraph – digraph in which the 2 letters are not adjacent  

 

Supporting Decoding 

 Let the child hold their book. 

 Remind children to finger-track the words or you point to the words as they read them. 

 Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to sound out and then to blend.  Use the prompts below. 
Which sounds (phonemes) do you recognise? Can you say them? 

Can you blend the different sounds together?  

Does the word make sense? Read the sentence again to check.  

Have you read the word before? Can you find it on another page?  

 Are there any bits of the word you recognise?  

Miss out the word you are finding tricky and finish the sentence. Then go back and work out what the word is. 

 Give children time to attempt unknown words before stepping in. 

 Discourage guessing or over-use of the pictures. 

 Allow plenty of time for discussion before you turn over the page. Talk about the pictures, what has happened, what might happen next etc. 

Let them retell the story to you.  

 Support the child by reading together at particular points of difficulty. 

 Ask them to re-read the sentence if there have been a number of challenging words. 

 Make a note of any letter-sound correspondences or words that the pupil struggled to decode and revisit these at the end of the 

session. 

 Make reading fun and always praise the child’s efforts. 



 

Supporting Fluency 

 My Turn, Your Turn 

 Echo Reading (Model reading a short section of text, the child then reads the same part, copying your expression and speed.) 

 Can you re-read that sentence and this time show me how the character is feeling? 

 

Supporting Comprehension (VIPERS) 

V. What do you think this word means?  

V.  Can you find another word that means …?                

V. Why do you think the author used the word …? 

I.  How is the character feeling?  How do you know? 

I.  What do you think we will learn from this book by 

looking at the contents page / cover / title?         

I.  What can you infer from this picture? 

P.  What might happen next?                  

P.  How do you think this character will react? 

E. Give reasons for your answer / ideas / opinions. 

R.  What colour are his shoes?  Why is today special?             

S.  What has happened so far?                     

S.  What is your impression of this character?                 

       S.  What message is the author trying to send the reader? 


